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Abstract 
This study was implemented for determining economic levels of students in Education, Economics and Administrative, 
Veterinary Sciences, and Science and Art Faculties of Kafkas University. During the study, it was tried to find the economical 
levels of students; how much money students spend for transportation, clothing, food, communication, housing and heating, 
books/stationary, and social and cultural events. And along with these expenses it was also tried to find out how much students 
benefit from scholarships opportunities.  
This study was a descriptive study and survey method was used. Sample of the study was composed of students in Education, 
Economics and Administrative, Veterinary Sciences, and Science and Art Faculties of Kafkas University.  
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1. Introduction 
This research is made in order to determine the economic conditions who study at the Faculties of Education, 
Economics and Administrative Sciences, Veterinary and Science and Letters in the body of the Kafkas University. 
Answers are sought for the following questions: What are the economic conditions of the students in the research? 
How much money do the students spend for their needs such as transportation, clothing, food, communication, 
housing and warm-up, book/stationery and participation in social and cultural activities? What portion of the student 
benefits from fellowship/loan facilities?  
We can list the studies made pertaining to the subject or similar to the subject as follows: “A comparative study 
pertaining to the factors which act in the socio-economic conditions of the students of Medical Vocational High 
School and their selections of these schools”, “Relations between the learned strength levels, ego condition and 
socio-economic levels of university students”, Determination of ability and performance profiles of the student 
between 8-10 ages in primary schools and the effects of their economic conditions to this”, “effect of social, 
economic and cultural conditions of the students in Elementary 6th Class on their reading motivations”.  
General Presentation of the Kafkas University: The Kafkas University was established with the law numbered 
3837 in the date of July 11th, 1992. Our university which started its activities by the Founder Rector in November 
1992 had 245 students and 40 instructors with a faculty and a vocational school transferred from the Ataturk 
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University in the establishment date. Today, the Kafkas University is in a position which takes firm and rapid steps 
forward in the way of becoming a regional university, looks at the future with confidently and hopefully.  
As of today, the Kafkas University has totally 23 academic unit, 468 instructors and approximately 14 thousand 
student capacity with 6 Faculties, 2 Graduate Schools, 5 Vocational Schools, 1 State Conservatories, 3 Institutes, 6 
Research Centres in 8 separate campuses settles in Kars. Approximately 4 thousand students, most of them are 
outside of the region enrol in the university every year. 
2. Method 
2.1. The Model of the Study 
In this research, descriptive method is used. The model used in the research is the general scanning model. This 
research presents the data which shall provide to represent the economic conditions of the students and to produce 
the determination of condition relevant to the subject. According to this social politics is determined.  
The aim of this study is to determine the economic conditions of the students who study at the Faculties of 
Education, Economics and Administrative Sciences, Veterinary and Science and Letters of the Kafkas University 
and determine how much money they spend for their needs such as transportation, clothing, food, communication, 
housing and warm-up, book/stationery and participation in social and cultural activities. Based on these main 
purposes; the following questions are tried to be answered: 
1.  What is the economic conditions of the students who study at the Faculties of Education, Economics and 
Administrative Sciences, Veterinary and Science and Letters in the body of the Kafkas University?  
2.  How much money do the students spend for their needs such as transportation, clothing, food, communication, 
housing and warm-up, book/stationery and participation in social and cultural activities? 
3.  What portion of the student benefits from fellowship/loan facilities?  
This research; 
1. is made with students who study at the Faculties of Education, Economics and Administrative Sciences, 
Veterinary and Science and Letters in the body of the Kafkas University, is constraint with approximately 25 
students from each faculty, 
2. is constraint with the questions in the scale, 
3. is constraint with the 2009-2010 academic year. 
2.2. The Sample of the Study 
2.2.1. Universe: Students who study at the Faculties of Education, Economics and Administrative Sciences, 
Veterinary and Science and Letters of the Kafkas University. 
2.2.2. Paradigm: 3rd grade students including random 68 male and random 37 female students who study at the 
relevant faculties.  
Table 1. Gender Distribution of Participants and the Place of Residence 
 
Variable  
 
f 
 
% 
Sex  
Male  
Female  
 
68 
37 
 
64,8 
35,2 
Place of Residence 
With family 
Rent  
Private Dormitory 
State Dormitory 
 
9 
70 
3 
23 
 
8,6 
66,7 
2,9 
21,9 
The students who participate in the research is 64,8 % is male and 37 % is female and 8,6 % lives with family, 
66,7 % in rent, 2,9 % in private dormitory and 21,9 % in state dormitory.  
310  Tugba Somen and Azer Dogus Somen / Procedia Social and Behavioral Sciences 9 (2010) 308–312
3. Conclusions & Interpretation 
Table 2. Data About Parents’ Economical Status 
Variable  
 
f 
 
% 
Child number in family 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 and above 
 
2 
20 
27 
19 
37 
 
1,9 
19,0 
25,7 
18,1 
35,2 
Educating Sibling 
Available 
Not-available  
 
80 
25 
 
76,2 
23,8 
Dependents of the Family 
Available 
Not-available 
 
51 
54 
 
48,6 
51,4 
Educational Background of the Father 
Primary school 
High school 
Higher school 
Other  
 
48 
32 
17 
8 
45,7 
30,5 
16,2 
7,6 
Educational Background of the Mother 
Primary school 
High school 
Higher school 
Other 
 
58 
16 
6 
25 
 
55,2 
15,2 
5,7 
23,8 
Business Statement of the Father 
Retired 
Worker 
Tradesman 
Officials  
Unemployed  
Other  
 
23 
17 
13 
17 
10 
24 
 
21,9 
16,2 
12,4 
16,2 
9,5 
22,9 
Monthly Income of Family  
0-693 Turkish Lira (TL) 
694-1000 TL 
1001-1500 TL 
1501 TL and above 
 
41 
28 
19 
17 
 
39,0 
26,7 
18,1 
16,2 
When the students who participate in the research is investigated, 1,9 % does not have any siblings, 19% has 1, 
25,7 % has 2, 18,1 %has 3 and 35,2 % has at least 4 siblings and 80% has educating sibling. 48,6 % of the students 
has dependents. When the educational background of the students is investigated, 45,7 % of students’ fathers and 
55,2 % of students’ mothers are graduated from primary school, 30,5 % of students’ fathers and 15,2  % of students’ 
mothers are graduated from high school, 16,2 % of  students’ fathers and 5,7 % of students’ mothers are graduated 
from higher education. 21,9 % of students’ fathers are retired, 16,2% of students’ fathers are officials, 16,2 % of 
students’ fathers are workers, 12,4 % of students’ fathers are tradesmen, 9,5 % of students’ fathers are unemployed. 
When the monthly income of the families of the students are investigated, 39% of the students’ families’ income is 
maximum 693 TL, 26,7 % is between 694 and 1000 TL, 18,1 % is between 1001 and 1500 TL and 16,2 % is more 
than 1500 TL.   
 
Table 3. Data About Students’ Economical Status 
Variable f % 
Social Security 
Available 
Not-available 
 
71 
34 
 
67,6 
32,4 
Fellowship/Loan Taking Condition 
Yes 
 
96 
 
91,4 
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No 9 8,6 
Loan Amount Taken (Monthly) 
0-180 TL 
180 TL and above 
 
27 
69 
 
28,1 
71,9 
Pocket Money Family Sending to Student (Monthly) 
0-250 TL 
251-500 TL 
501 TL and above 
 
70 
29 
6 
 
66,7 
27,6 
5,7 
71% of the students participating in the research has social security, 96% has fellowship/loan, 69% of them has 
more than 180 TL loan/fellowship. 66,7% of the students are sent maximum 250 TL by their family, 27,6 % is 
between 251 an 500 TL and 5,7 % is more than 500 TL.  
Table 4. Students’ Expenditure for Their Needs 
Variable  
 
f 
 
% 
Money Spent to Transportation Expenditures  
0-50 TL 
51-100 TL 
101- 150 TL 
151-200 TL 
 
42 
56 
6 
1 
 
40,0 
53,3 
5,7 
1,0 
Money Spent to Clothing Expenditures  
0-50 TL 
51-100 TL 
101- 150 TL 
151-200 TL 
 
69 
25 
8 
3 
 
65,7 
23,8 
7,6 
2,9 
Money Spent to Food Expenditures  
0-50 TL 
51-100 TL 
101- 150 TL 
151-200 TL 
201 TL and above  
 
16 
43 
27 
13 
6 
 
15,2 
41,0 
25,7 
12,4 
5,7 
Money Spent to Communication Expenditures  
0-50 TL 
51-100 TL 
101- 150 TL 
 
92 
12 
1 
 
87,6 
11,4 
1,0 
Money Spent to Housing-Heat-Up Expenditures  
0-50 TL 
51-100 TL 
101- 150 TL 
151-200 TL 
201 TL and above 
 
31 
24 
25 
11 
14 
 
29,5 
22,9 
23,8 
10,5 
13,3 
Money Spent to Book-Stationery Expenditures  
0-50 TL 
51-100 TL 
101- 150 TL 
151-200 TL 
201 TL and above 
 
75 
27 
1 
1 
1 
 
71,4 
25,7 
1,0 
1,0 
1,0 
Money Spent to Social and Cultural Activities 
Expenditures  
0-50 TL 
51-100 TL 
101- 150 TL 
151-200 TL 
201 TL and above 
 
83 
18 
1 
2 
1 
 
79,0 
17,1 
1,0 
1,9 
1,0 
It  is  seen  that  %40  of  the  students  who  participate  in  the  research  spends  for  a  month  maximum  50  TL  for  
transportation, 65,7 % for clothing, 15,2 % for food, 87,6 % for communication, 29,5 % for housing-heat-up, 71,4 % 
for book/stationery, 79% for social cultural activities, 53,3 % of the students who participate in the research spends 
for a month between 51 and 100 TL for transportation, 23,8 % for clothing, 41 % for food, 11,4 % for 
communication, 22,9 % for housing-heat-up, 25,7 % for book/stationery, 17,1% for social cultural activities, 5,7 % 
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of the students who participate in the research spends for a month between 101 and 150 TL for transportation, 7,6 % 
for clothing, 25,7 % for food, 1 % for communication, 23,8 % for housing-heat-up, 1 % for book/stationery, 11% for 
social cultural activities. 
4. Results  
Because  of  the  facts  that  the  siblings  number  of  the  students  included  in  the  study  is  more  than  4,  they  have  
educating siblings, their family monthly income is in minimum wage level, the money sent to the relevant students 
is less. However, the fellowship/loan facilities presented to the students provide the necessary amount for their basic 
needs for a tiny amount. When looked at the money amounts separated for basic needs, it is seen that the need areas 
that the maximum money is spent is housing/heat-up. In the second floor, their transportation and transportation is 
followed by food, clothing, book/stationery, social and cultural activities and the least spent is communication.  
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